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God, you called us to journey
together in L’Arche
A journey born in the prayer of many
We share life in the spirit given to us
in the washing of feet
We celebrate with song,
story and dance
We continue our journey
with hearts of hope.
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MESSAGE FROM COMMUNITY LEADER
It must have been spring these past 3 months! The
temperatures rose, bright colours replaced blacks,
browns and greys. Spring is a reminder that God is all
about making things new and renewed. In fact, Jesus
promised to make everything new one day
(Revelation 21:5).
In the meantime, He gives us glimpses of the coming
attractions through spring. To help us celebrate the shift
from one season to another, here are some thoughts that
hint on the best themes that our Spring had.
GROWTH
Spring is a time for growth. In nature, that comes from
the right combination of sunlight and water. For our
spiritual lives, it comes from the right combination of
time with God in His word and time with others in
fellowship.
STARTING OVER
Everybody needs a time to start over - and it starts with
understanding,
giving
and
receiving
grace,
and
forgiveness. We need God to appear and let us know
we’ re back on track with Him. He’ s ready to give us that
kind of healing. We just have to turn back to Him.
PROVISION
“I will send rain on your land in its season, both autumn
and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain,
new wine and olive oil.” Deuteronomy 11:14 (NIV)
Our lives are a balancing act between working like
everything depends on us and trusting like everything
depends on God. He will send the rains of blessings that
we need but we also got to do our part by working the
harvest.
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LEARNING
You’re never too old to learn a little more about God
and His goodness. Just like rain provides nourishment
to the plants, His word reaches into our hearts and
shows us things we never would have imagined. We
have to be humble and open to learning
RENEWAL
God is in the renovation business. He takes what’s old
and broken down and transforms it into something
incredible. If we have an area of our life that needs
some renewal, He’s more than ready to meet us where
we are.
PEACE
Whether it’s a long walk on a sunny day or splashing
through puddles during an unexpected shower, I hope
that we all got an opportunity to soak up the blessings
of spring. Pray that the sights, sounds and smells of
season of Spring brought to life something new within
us.
With Spring behind us - Let us all look forward to our
summer and it all starts with celebrating the birth of
our Lord
I pray that you all stay safe this coming holidays and
have a peace-filled new year
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MESSAGE FROM MEMBERS AT BURWOOD
2021 has been a blessing for the Burwood household.
Being in lockdown has brought core members closer
together and the bonds grew stronger than ever. The
household has been participating in Club Night,
Prayer nights and Birthdays, and we have started
going back to work from November and back to
normalcy again.
We welcomed Timothy, lovingly called Tim, in May.
His cheerful and loving attitude brightens the day.
Tim loves coloring in and watching ABBA videos.
Currently, he is working with ACU student to write his
life story.
Bruce has resumed going back to work. He enjoyed
his time off at home. He enjoy café style coffees at
home, even though he goes out for coffee every now
and then. He is trying to stay fit by walking at least
once a day. Now Bruce is excited to start his new
work at “Ozanam”, from November.
Joanne is quite busy coloring and painting her items
around the house in pink. She is participating in
online cooking classes and has shared her knowledge
already in several nice dinners for everyone.
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Joanne enjoys watching movies and popcorn. She is
also active at many community events and closely
working with the National Discernment Team.
It had been very important for Marilena to take part
in the National Speaking and Listening Group.
Marilena also enjoys her online session with Ella
Centre where she sings and does Zumba. She is
working hard to stay healthy, always goes for walks
and does some exercises at home.
Peter has recommenced his art classes with Ella
and Studio Arts. He is enjoying doing arts; one of
Peter’s art works has been used as a cover of a jazz
album. With restrictions easing Peter has started
traveling to Manly independently.
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Kathleen has been spending most of her time at
home. She has been a great helping with chores
around the house. Kathleen's gift is folding laundry
neatly and is very organized. Kathleen also loves
spending time in the garden that helps her stay fit
and healthy. Kathleen loves seeing and chatting on
the phone with her sisters.
In October we all participated in L’Arche Australia's
retreat which was a beautiful day, rich with sharing,
spirituality and friendships that we knew that we
belonged to the L'Arche family and community.
Finally, everyone
through 2021. The
home for love and
assistants. We are
company and love.

is keeping happy and active
household has proven to be
faith for all core members and
blessed to have one another’s
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PHOTOS FROM MEMBERS AT BURWOOD
K
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PHOTOS FROM MEMBERS AT BURWOOD
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MESSAGE FROM MEMBERS AT CAMPSIE
Despite the lockdown, we were able to make
the most of our time inside the home over the
past few months. Rita, Geoffrey and Katie were
unable to participate in their regular day
program activities and Janine and Bonfire
couldn’t do some of the activities out in the
community that they love, so instead we all
did activities together inside the house. Here
are some of the highlights:
We all became very good at arts and craft and
music activities throughout the months spent
in lockdown. Janine enjoyed colouring in her
book and Geoffrey coloured in a basketball
cut-out that he made.
Katie would usually spend time doing arts and
craft at day program and stayed creative each
day throughout lockdown by making things at
home.

In this photo Katie has made a necklace
out of beads and pearls.
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We spent a lot of time together as a group throughout
the past few months. We were very fortunate to have the
company of good friends at Campsie House to stay
social at a time when it was very important.
We spent a lot of days having cuppas and doing
activities in the sun in the backyard and front yard.
We were only able to enjoy so much time in the gardens
thanks to the hard work of Rita, Geoffrey and the
assistants. They kept the garden watered and looking
wonderful.
Bonfire had plenty of time to do his all-time favourite
pass-time – comic reading.
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R i t a, Ka t i e a n d h o u se c oor di n a to r, Bar s a ,
da n ci n g t og e the r i n t he ups ta i r s l i v i n g r oom .

September came round and it was party time at
Campsie House. By this stage, Zoom parties have
become second nature and we still managed to
celebrate together.
Rita turned 54 and she received many gifts, blessings
and love from her family and friends throughout
September. The assistants and core members spent a
lot of time helping to get the house feeling festive
with decorations and Rita chose a chocolate cake to
have on the day. Everyone had a fantastic time
celebrating with her.
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Things slowly started to warm up in September
and we enjoyed sitting in the front yard in the
afternoons where we would have house
meetings, afternoon tea and watch the new
garden grow.
We stayed active with indoor and outdoor
activities. We purchased an indoor bowling set
which got a lot of use. The core members kept
sharpening their bowling skills for when day
program goes back.
Everyone
enjoyed
walks
around
neighbourhood and daily fresh air.

the

The veggie patch that we built during lockdown
began sprouting in October although, so far the
birds have been able to enjoy it more than we
have.
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We certainly have no shortage of artwork to hang
on the walls after a very productive lockdown.
October was full of anticipation around things
reopening after the lockdown. The core members
were very excited to get back to their usual
activities and to be able to see friends and family in
person after months of staying in touch over zoom.
The first event that we were able to all gather
together was the L‘ Arche Australia Retreat. We
weren’ t able to go away like we have in prior years,
however it was very refreshing to be able to get
together again. It was made even more special by
connecting with the other L‘ Arche communities
around Australia over zoom. Here are some photos
of the gathering at Campsie house:
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Love f r om
J ani ne, Bonf i r e, Ri t a, Geof f r ey, Kat i e
and ever yone f r om t he Campsi e househol d

We are looking forward
to spending much more
time with friends,
family and the L‘Arche
community as we
approach Christmas
and New Year’s.
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MESSAGE FROM MEMBERS AT FIVE DOCK
Greetings from Five Dock! Us ladies here have
tackled lockdown fatigue and ready to re-emerge
physical into the larger communities! As full
lockdown restrictions are easing, we’ve been
enjoying picnics at different parks, shopping at
different places and experimenting with different
activities … but still enjoying arts, crafts and board
games.
We had so much fun celebrating 3 birthdays – Gian
(Sept), Fiona (Oct) and Carlye’s (Nov) and so excited
for upcoming Christmas parties!
We are all so thrilled to get back into community
participation, making sure to keep up COVID safety.
Board games, creating art, drives and BBQs have
created wonderful spaces to keep connected to one
another and getting back into the local areas.
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PHOTOS FROM MEMBERS AT FIVE DOCK
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Gian and Kathy were so delighted,
nervous, prepared and empowered to
co-host our L’Arche National Retreat
with Krishnee, having time over zoom
with our L’Arche NSW community and
having the opportunity to see and
meet people from all over Australia, all
sharing life in L’Arche. Kathy and Gian
speaking beautifully throughout the
day together, helping Krishnee to lead
through our time together. We are all
so proud of their hard work!
We had so much fun during the
L’Arche National Retreat! Singing,
praying, dancing, laughing and seeing
people from all across Australia
sharing L’Arche together

Kathy and Gian practiced their cues all
week and helped Krishnee and the
gang to keep rolling smoothly through
our time together!
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MESSAGE FROM MEMBERS AT MERRYLANDS
During lockdown we amused ourselves at
home with music, movies, concerts, arts and
crafts. We had drives within our 5km zone
usually into Parramatta Park, where we
eventually could even go for a walk and a bike
ride and have a picnic. Since then we have
had plenty of drives to various locations, even
dropping off delayed birthday presents to our
friends in the other households. We finally
got to see our families and are making the
most of the increased freedoms.
Anthony has been busy with his music and is
always entertaining everyone with his song
and dance routines. He loves watching the
KISS concert, the Home Alone Collection plus
other action movies. Anthony has been
engaging with his Club Weld on zoom. He is
always helpful around the house, has enjoyed
bike riding and was super excited for his
birthday. With the increased freedoms he had
his family over for his Superman theme party.
Everything was superman as he requested,
with Michelle even baking him a superman
cake and he wore a superman costume. He
looked so happy and is already asking when
his next birthday is :)
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PHOTOS FROM MEMBERS AT MERRYLANDS
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MESSAGE FROM MEMBERS AT MERRYLANDS
Joe is well and continually smiling, waving his finger
and telling us all whether we are naughty or nice!
Joe finally had the chance to visit his family after a
super long lockdown and was very happy to visit
with them and Sizzle (the dog). Joe always loves an
outing to the park so he has been on a few
adventures (especially when Anthony takes him
cross country across the park). Joe enjoyed watching
concerts especially Neil Diamond and Abba, and
some action movies or musicals, and he enjoys his
arts and crafts. Joe also loves a chat and looking at
photos, while practicing everyone’s names.
Andrew is always keen to get the outing bag and van
key and take you to the van so he can go for a
drive. Sometimes it was a game and once outside he
would come back in as if to say ‘tricked you all’. He
loves seeing trains when out and about and can’t
wait to finally be able to travel on them again.
Andrew has also been doing some puzzles and
coloring in, as well as his connect 4, finding weird
and wonderful videos on his IPAD and swinging in
his egg chair.
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Merrylands joined the L’Arche Australia Retreat
on zoom, it was a beautiful day full of music and
stories. We got to share the day with Angela and
Asha, had reflection, wore funny sunglasses, did
some craft and had lots of fun.
We look forward to the festive season and
celebrating Christmas, hopefully with family and
friends. We so look forward to seeing you all
soon!!!
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MESSAGE from Lorrie
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

Lourie has enjoyed going out to various locations,
including all his favourites, like the library, churches,
endless walks, beach and gardens after he does his
chores. He still got to go for walks during lockdown kept
his plants watered and was very happy when he could
start visiting places of choice once again. Lourie has
started Karate twice a week, really enjoys it and is doing
well.
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L'ARCHE NATIONAL NEWS

Afte r ten year s a s N at i on a l L e a der o f L ’A rc he A us tra li a we are f ar e wel l i n g D a v i d
Tr ea nor fro m t h a t r ol e . I n a s p i ri t o f deep gra ti t ude w e a re s a yi n g th ank y o u , D a vi d , f or
y our leaders hi p , yo ur un d e rs t a n di n g , y o ur kn o wled ge a nd w i s e co u ns el , a nd a l l
deli vered in a d e e p l y fe l t s p i r i t of L’ A rc h e an d Com m un i ty l if e.
Fr o m L 'Ar c h e Au s tr a l i a N o ve m b e r 2 0 2 1 N e w sl e tte r

From L' Arche NSW Community

THANK YOU, DAVID

You wi ll honor God through thi s genui ne act of servi ce because of your commi t ment to spread the
Good News of Chri st and because of your generosi ty i n shari ng wi th them and everyone else. Wi th
deep af f ecti on they wi ll pray f or you because of the extreme ki ndness that God has shown you. I
thank God f or hi s gi f t that words cannot descri be.
2 Cori nthi ans 9: 13-15
Fr om A ll the m e m b e rs of L ’A rc h e
NSW Commu n i t y, T ha n k you D a vi d !
Tha nk you f o r y ou r t i me a n d
com mitment o v e r t h e l a s t t e n ye a rs
in t he role of L ’A rc h e A us t ra l i a
Natio nal Lead e r .
Tha nk you f o r y ou r vi s i t s , s h a ri n g
and guidanc e i n t i m e s w h e n i t w as
need ed.
We u phold yo u i n o ur p r a ye r f or
your future j o u rn e y .
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L'ARCHE NATIONAL NEWS

Earlier days at Beni-Abbes, Hobart.

L'ARCHE AUSTRALIA INTERIM NATIONAL LEADER
CLAIRE LAWLER
15th of November, 2021, Claire Lawler has taken up the role of a L'Arche Australia Interim
National Leader for the next 12 months. Here is A small glimpse of Claire’s Journey with
L’Arche

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, on your own intelligence do not rely;
In all your ways be mindful of Him, and He will make straight your paths.
Proverbs 3:5-6
I found out about L’Arche when Phil Vincent invited me to be part of Faith and Light in
Hobart. During this time Faith and Light arranged a Pilgrimage in Hobart where three
members of the Genesaret were invited to participate. The members of Genesaret shared
about L’Arche and I was deeply touched by their journey.

From an invitation from

Eileen, I began my journey as a live in assistant and welcomed into Genesaret on the 19th
November, 1984. As my brother drove me to the Chifley House I said to my brother “What
am I getting myself into?” but this became history as the person who welcomed me at the
front door of Chifley was Danny Sharp. “Come in, we are having Sausages tonight for
dinner”. Little did I know that each week Danny would cook his favourite meal “Sausages
and Vegetables”!
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L'ARCHE NATIONAL NEWS

Eileen, Claire and Anne

Early 1985 I made home with the Sydney community as a live
in assistant, live in House Coordinator and the first three
years as Community Leader.
I grew up in L’Arche as a person in my late 20’s and an
introvert (still am!!) it was an invitation to be “who I am”.
I had the privilege to be present with members with disability
at the end of their life. It was a time of grace and sacredness.
I would not have experienced this if I was not part of L’Arche.
There are many “fun” moments during my journey in L’Arche
and too many to mention!!!!
I love to laugh and share a joke. I enjoyed the earlier years of
Regional Holidays as it was a time to build and deepen
relationships with members of the communities around
Australia.
One of my dreams is that we continue to be faithful to the
journey with each other and to our God who calls us each day
to live our Identity and Mission.
I continued to feel very grateful for all that I been lived over
the past 37 years and look forward to the journey ahead.

C l ai re i n L 'A rc h e N SW O ffi ce alr ea dy
in h er ne w rol e
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L'ARCHE NATIONAL NEWS

L'ARCHE AUSTRALIA RETREAT DAY
MUD AND SUNGLASSES
On Saturday the 30th of October L'Arche Communities around Australia gathered together
for the Retread day. This was the first National retreat day held on Zoom.

"It was not any sin of this man or his parents that caused him to be blind. He was
born blind so that he could be used to show what great things God can do."

On the day of the retreat Larche NSW gathered in the morning for
welcome session. It was wonderful to see all the core members and
assistants to be present and so involved. We had also family members and
community members joining in for this session.
After our morning time together, L' Arche Australia National team: Fiona,
Claire, Cameron and Tony, lead us in the reflection and an official
opening for our retreat day together. We could meet other L' Arche
community members all around Australia. John Coleman shared his
beautiful music and everyone joined in singing.
We had time of reflection, prayer, song and sharing during the day as well
as delicious food shared in each household.
Kathy Bourke lead us gently in reflection and creative time together.
By the end of the day we all gathered together again with members from
all other L' Arche communities in Australia. It was the day full filled with
laughter and positivity throughout the spirit of L' Arche and Living God
amongst us.
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L'ARCHE RETREAT IN PHOTOS
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L'ARCHE RETREAT IN PHOTOS
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L'ARCHE RETRAT IN PHOTOS
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L'ARCHE RETREAT IN PHOTOS
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L'ARCHE RETREAT IN PHOTOS
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L'ARCHE INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Since 1993, the first Saturday in October has been a special day in L’Arche communities
around the world. During that day – L’Arche Family Day – we celebrate our shared identity
and mission and we also celebrate our diversity. On that day, in all communities, we might
expect to see candles, people singing, and a shared meal. However, we may be surprised by
the different languages and the unique local traditions. This day allows us to experience the
joy of belonging to each other – beyond borders or social barriers. We reflect on our global
presence and honor both our differences and similarities, knowing that these all enrich our
L’Arche Family.

This year, as many other events, L'Arche
family day was held on zoom. During two
days, 1-2 October. What an amazing
opportunity however it was for us all to
meet and greet and learn from each other
from all around the world.
L' Arche
Australia
members
also
participated in Festival of light throughout
these days as much it was possible despite
time
differences.
There
were
some
members that were involved in the team to
organize and lead some parts of events
and workshops: such as opening ceremony
(Cameron Cuts) and workshop about how
to use Zoom effectively (Cindy Treanor),
And music (John Coleman)
Here are some of the workshops
members could participate at:

that

testimonies about L' Arche and ecologywhere communities around the world
shared their creative ways to take care
of nature and surroundings in each of
their homes.
celebration song around the world
Market Place
Inclusive virtual meetings
The festival of light was concluded with a
Plenary
session,
where
communities
gathered together again for meet and
greet, music time, story telling and other
beautiful moments together in a our
International L' Arche family.
All the workshops and sessions are
available to watch on replay L' Arche
International website - log in as a member.
https: //www. larche.org/welcome
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FAREWELL CARLA
I treasure each moment that I have shared
with L’Arche family, starting from morning
tea with Janine, walks with Katie, each
cappuccino with Bonfire, all the doctors
appointments, laughing and signing with
Geoffrey, praying together with Rita; many
beautiful precious moments that I shared
with everyone at Campsie House.
Together with all the Assistants I have
learned that each person is special. The
team meeting brought many sharing’s and
learnings throughout the time. I enjoyed
watching as assistants where grateful of
learning and sharing experiences.
I could taste and discover all that yummy
food from around the world.
I thank all the assistants! At times through
the hardships and difficulties it gave me the
great encouragement to become a better
person.
My
co-house
coordinators,
leadership team, Tuesday office meetings
have been a great learning process for me.
Then Five Dock, what a beautiful ladies God
has chosen to be part of L’Arche!

I will treasure forever those days that
made me reflect on myself, to value my
own family and look after myself.
Gian taught me to keep journeying despite
whatever have happened in life before.
Fiona showed me how to live with an
illness that is not easy inside, and one
smile is enough to give a comfort.
Kathrine showed me her generosity, how
God is a real sign for her life and having
food on your table is a blessing that
sometimes we can take for granted.
Carlye taught me that dreams are very
important in life. Those moments of
dreaming together, singing together and
going out together grew in real friendship.
I’m holding in my heart Carlye’s tears and
stories.
Having the opportunity to pray and have
God in the center as part of my every day
in L’Arche was the best experience for me.
I could write a book about my life in
L’Arche.

A bi g thank you to
Car la f or her heart
f illed j ourney as house
coordinator f or Campsi e
and Fi ve Dock
households. Farewell
f rom the role as house
coordinator, however
welcome as communi ty
member and a close
f ri end to many!
Carla has been with L'Arche NSW
from January 2018 until August 2021
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I met s o many g ood pe o pl e i n m y ti me at L ’A rch e; p eo ple w h o a re s i nc erel y
int e r es ted in listen i n g w h e n a s k e d “ h ow a r e y ou ? ”
I t r e asure all thos e co m mun i t y e ve n t s th a t w e s h ared, ev en o n zo om as “ Cov i d a n d
lockd owns” beco m e p a rt of our e ve ryda y reali ty . It s eem ed h ard at fi rs t , bu t w e
lear n e d and got u s e d t o i t . I t b e c am e a v er y i m po rtan t ti me o f s h ari n g – w e a l l
waite d fo r Anthon y t o a pp e a r o n t h e s c reen, we s ha red m u s i c an d dan ce! W e c ou l d
shar e as o ne comm u n i t y.
I ha v e start ed wo rk i ng w i t h C at h o l i c C a re no w. I orga ni z e S a tu rd a y r ecreat i on a l
activ it ies.
Eve r y n ight I in clu d e L ’A rc h e fa mi l y i n m y pr a y ers .
C AR L A

WELCOME TO PAKEEZA
Pakeeza, the new house coordinator for Five Dock house has joined the team. Pakeeza comes
to L'Arche with a deep understanding of community life and is like a fish to water in L'Arche.
I would like to take this opportunity and introduce myself. I started sharing life at L’Arche
Fivedock household not long ago and was welcomed warmly and have already fallen in love
with L’Arche community.
I have previously worked in aged care and disability sector for more than 7 years. L’Arche
felt like the right fit for me along with the values that I uphold and the L'Arche mission of
community living within the disability and healthcare space. I enjoy sharing life at L’Arche as
I’ve experienced a positive and supportive team culture across all levels of management
which has allowed me to settle into the community and into my role comfortably and
confidently. I love my role, people I share my life with, and the opportunity to facilitate
change and make a difference, and also for people to make a difference in my life.
Every day, I come to household as one proud human being because I know the people I
share life with are passionate about improving their own lives and that of our core members.
I like knowing that the ultimate goal of our vocation is to serve people.

Welcome Pakeeza
- we wish you
more of a
pleasant j ourney
and that you get
more than what
you expected
f rom L'Arche
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L'Arche members favourite recipes
One of Joanne's favorite recipe
BAKED CONCHIGLIONI PASTA SHELLS WITH SPINACH AND RICOTTA
INGREDIENTS
250 g Conchiglioni pasta shells
For the filling
300 g fresh ricotta
1 kg fresh spinach or 300 g frozen spinach
2 eggs
1/2 tsp nutmeg
70 g Parmesan or Grana cheese
salt for pasta, tomato sauce and to taste
black pepper to taste
For tomato sauce
3-4 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
700 g tomato passata
2 garlic cloves peeled
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L'Arche members favourite recipes
HAVE GOT TOO MANY BANANAS ?
ONE OF THE CAMPSIE MEMBERS' "YUMMY RECIPES"

BANANA BREAD
INGREDIENTS
Number of Servings - 10 +
2 cup self-raising flour, sifted
3/4 cup milk
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 cup mashed ripe bananas
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp bicarbonate of soda
2 free range eggs
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar

We had excess bananas so we used
them to bake lots of banana bread.
We had so much that we were able
to deliver some to other households.
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A TRUE MEANING OF ADVENT
Are you ready for Christmas?
Advent is to prepare yourself for first coming of Jesus
Christ! That exciting feeling of festivity in the air when the
decorations, Christmas lights and music is all around.
What would help you to prepare yourself for that first
coming of Jesus – birthday on the day of Christmas?
On Saturday the 4th of December our community gathered
together for Christmas Party. We shared a great company
with music, delicious foods and we had a Christmas play.
This time it was an amusing story featuring a humorous
Babushka who is the epitome of cleanliness.
She tells the passing wise men they must take off their
boots before coming into her tidy house.)
Babushka breaks away from her cleaning to carry three gifts
to the Holy Family:
· a baby toy
· a shawl for the baby
· a bottle of ginger cordial to warm the grown-ups.

Along her journey, she gives away each gift to someone in
need, and almost turns away from the manger scene, but Mary
warmly welcomes her into the stable anyway.
There Babushka sees that the others have brought along all of
her gifts and they are already in use.
Mary reassuringly says, “Everything you gave with love, you
gave to my son, also.” Tempted to clean the cobwebs in the
stable, Babushka forgets those plans in order to rock the baby
to sleep as hovering angels sing of peace.
Can you see the change that happened in Babushka?
Advent is also a preparation for the second coming of Jesus.
We do not know the day nor the hour, but we know that it will
happen, if not in our lifetime but when we pass into the next
life.
Would it be Christmas music, decorations, making cookies, gift
shopping, Christmas card writing?
Could all these things somehow take you away from an actual
meaning and preparation of Advent.
How can you prepare yourself?

“ B U T A BOU T THA T D AY OR H OUR NO O N E KNO W S , NOT E V EN THE ANGELS I N
H E A V E N , N OR THE S ON , B UT O NLY T HE FAT HER. ”
MAT TH EW 2 4: 36 /N IV
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A TRUE MEANING OF ADVENT
If Advent is the season of preparation for Christmas and the second coming of Jesus, what if you would live this
time differently. As it would be Last day of your life? Would you be ready for it?
We all get excited about Christmas approaching, waiting for Christmas Eve, to light the candles, preparing a
festive meal for Christmas Lunch on the 25th of December. You can only be ready for this special day if you get
ready – you will need to do all the preparations in advance.
How can we get ready for meeting God? How can we prepare for this meeting?
Would you decorate your home, prepare a big roast and do a big gift shopping if you would know that
December the 25th could be your last day on Earth?
Purpose for Advent is to prepare yourself for that day when you will meet Jesus.
Maybe to spend more time in prayer, reach out to people in need, your neighbors, ask for forgiveness to God or
someone you might have hurt a long time ago, call and reconcile, help or give to someone who has less than
you do… Saying “I am sorry” , that all might bring you one step closer to meet the Lord.
To use this Advent to prepare yourself for Christmas and letting go of your old self, removing the burdens which
weigh you down and be renewed in spirit may be the journey we all partake.
/some references used from Fr Mike Schmitz talk
“the true meaning of Advent.”/
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Birthdays
DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

5

John Costello

1

Rosa Rita

4

14

Katy Morgan

4

Daniel Iacullo

14 Eugene Nair

17

Noah (Rosa’s son)

9

Zoe Bennet

18 Gerard Howard

21

Greg Smith

28

Lindsey Alderson

17 Kathy Grezdo

John Attard

Geoffrey Hughes
Suraj Karanjit

Pete Lyons (Jess’ uncle)
18 Lourie Smith

Karen Hartas

22 Mamie Moses
Marianne O'Connell

19 Joanne Taylor
Lukasz Piatek
Graeme Watts
25 Essa Chahine
27 Katie Atkinson
30 Lindy Howard

Anniversaries

JANUARY

DECEMBER
Geoffrey Hughes
Kathleen McCaighy
Dipi Burmon
Essa Chahine
Amira Idriss
Perpetua Rono
Goi George

2003
2011
2014
2014
2015
2017
2017

- 8
- 10
- 7
- 7
- 6
- 4
- 4

Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years

Hugh Banfield
Janine Mottram
Kerrie Connor

february
1985 - 36 Years
1985 - 36 Years
2016 - 5 Years

Seini Hema
Stephanie Lan
Marilena Piscicelli
Carla Chocron

2008 2015 2018 2018 -

13 Years
6 Years
3 Years
3 Years
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PRAYER INTENTIONS
WE PRAY FOR:
Lachlan in this time of sadness and grief over the loss of his dad
Claire Lawler as she takes on the role of a Interim of National Leader
Five Dock house coordinator Pakeeza, may God grant her wisdom, strength and love on her new
journey with L'Arche
All the members of L'Arche NSW Board, Council and Spiritual Life Group.
Greg Smith our long term serving member of the community, as he takes on once again L'Arche
NSW chairperson's role. Greg has returned from Perth where he spent almost a year in a role of
the first appointed L'Arche Perth Community Leader.
Our Community Leader Krishnee, asking for God's wisdom and courage while leading community
in these challenging times
Our community and all L'Arche communities in Australia and around the world members' health
and wellbeing. May God gives peace and Healing.
As we journey in this time of Advent, may God help us to prepare our hearts for True meaning of
Christmas
Ag a in, I tell y ou truly t h a t i f t w o o f yo u on t h e ear t h a g r ee a b o u t an y th i n g y ou ask f or , i t w il l b e d o n e f o r y o u by M y
Fat h er i n hea ven. Fo r w he r e t w o o r t h re e g a t he r t og e th er in M y n am e, t her e a m I w it h t h e m. ”
M a t t he w 19:2 0

REST IN PEACE
We are saddened to receive the news of the passing of Fred Clouten from New Castle.
Do you remember Fred 'The captain of the boat" with the hat that suited him so well.
Fred was gently commandeering our boat at so many L'Arche gatherings, always ready
for a chat, a great gift of listening and sharing a good joke.
Fred, a dear friend of the community of L’Arche passed away peacefully in his sleep.
We extend our heartfelt condolences to Fred, his family, his friends and his beloved
community.
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GIVING THANKS
WE GIVE THANKS FOR

Keeping our community members safe and sound, especially the most vulnerable
The beautiful time together as community at our annual Christmas Party
A big thank you to Kumar for carrying the role of L'Arche NSW Chair. Kumar has stepped down from
the role of Chair and has still remained a valued member of L'Arche NSW Board. Kumar brings in a
strong commitment to the mission of L'Arche
David Treanor, as he has stepped down from the role of L'Arche National Leader. We ask for God's
blessing on David's future journey

Zander and Angeline's new born baby John Francis safe arrival on 7th of December. Mum and the
baby are both well.

I t i s r e a l ly so a m az i ng i sn 't it , w ha t a p r iv i lege t o b e en t r ust ed wi t h th i s so u l , we ar e
r ea ll y so ha ppy , g r ea tf ul , f i ll ed wi t h wo nd e r
Z a n de r
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NDIS NEWS
Media release from the Minister 9 December 2021

The Natio nal D i s a b i l i t y In s u ra n ce A g enc y (NDI A ) h as rel ea s ed t he l at es t su r v e y
r esu lts mea sur i n g h ow t h e l i v e s of p art i c i p an ts , fami li es an d carer s ha v e ch an g ed
fr om when t hey f i r s t j o i n e d t h e N at io n a l D is a bi l i ty I ns u ra n ce S ch eme (NDI S).
The Ou tcomes F r am e w or k s u rv e y res u lts s h ow t he N D IS h a s hel ped i mp ro v e th e l i v es
of p articipan ts i n m u l t i p l e a re a s of th ei r li v es ac ros s a ll age g ro u ps .
91% of paren ts of c hi l d re n ag e d b e tween bi rt h a n d s ta rti ng s c ho o l s ai d th e N DIS h as
help ed their ch i l d ’s d e v e l op m e n t a fter 1 y ear i n the S ch eme i n creas i n g to 96 % a f ter 3
year s.
62% of paren t s of c h i l d r e n ag e d f ro m s tart i ng s c h oo l to 14 s ai d th e NDIS h a d
im pr oved th eir c h i l d ’s i n d e pe nd e n c e ri s i n g to 72% after 4 y ears i n the N DIS .
71 % of part icip a n t s ag e d 2 5 an d o ver rep ort ed th a t t he NDI S has helped t hem h a ve
m or e cho ice a n d c on t rol ov e r t h e i r li v es ri s i n g t o al mos t 80% af ter 4 y ears i n t h e
N DIS .
74% of par ticip an t s a g e d 2 5 a n d o ver rep o rted th e N DIS h ad h el ped t h em wi t h d a i l y
liv in g activitie s r i s i n g t o 8 5 .5 % af t e r 4 y ears in the Sc h eme .
M ini ster for the N D IS , S e na t or th e Ho n L i n da R ey no lds CS C s ai d t he rep or t on
Par t i cipant O ut co m e s c l e a rl y s h ow e d th e p o s i ti v e i m p a ct o f t he Sc heme.
“W ha t th ese re s ul t s s how u s i s t h at as th e Gov ern men t’s i nv es tment i n the N DI S
cont inues to g row , N DI S p ar t i c i pa n ts a re b enefi tti n g from t h e earl y i nv est m e n ts
u nd er the Sc he m e ,” M i n i s t e r R e yn ol d s s a i d.
“W e ar e also s e e i n g s i g ni fi c a n t i n c reas es i n co m mu ni ty p arti ci pati o n fo r yo u n g
adul ts and adu l t s a l i k e – wh i c h i s cen tral to o n e of t h e S ch eme’s a i m s to b u i l d
com munity i nc l us i on o f p e op l e wi t h di s a bi l i ty .
For the full r ep ort p l e a s e re f e r t o

www.ndis.gov.au

FEEDBACK AND COMPLAINTS

We encourage you to provide feedback to us! To do so, please refer to the feedback
brochure or pick up a copy at our office in Homebush.
For more information, contact us on (02) 9787 8132
Alternatively, you can contact the NDIS Quality and Safeguards Commission
on 1300 035 544 or TTY 133 677.
Interpreters can be arranged.
More options are available at www.ndiscommission.gov.a
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Would you like to share a photo, story, your favorite recipe or send a greeting
for someone’s birthday, anniversary, seasonal greeting,

THIS PAGE IS WAITING FOR YOU.

We

would

comment

like
on

to

invite

anything

our

you

community

find

members

important

at

this

to

share,

time

or

give

feedback

simply

share

or

your

news with other community members.

Please feel free to ask any questions or send in your material to

Elina

Sydney.community.co-ord@larche.com.au

PAGE 44

