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God, you called us to journey together in L’ Arche.

A journey born in the prayer of many.

We share life in the spirit given to us in the
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washing of the feet.

Withad  We celebrate with song, story, and dance.
Without

We continue our journey with hearts of hope.

AMEN

Written by Kathy Bourke
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Dear Friends,

Grace and joy to you all! This month we are sharing the
message of happiness and joy, a celebration of the
abundant life that we have been given through our God.
Psalm 118:24 tells us, "This is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it." Every day is a
gift, a chance to experience the boundless joy that
comes from knowing and walking with our Lord. Our
faith is not just about enduring hard times but also
about embracing and celebrating the blessings and
beauty that fill our lives.

True joy is found in the presence of God, and in the love
and fellowship we share as a community. It is a joy that
transcends circumstances, rooted in the assurance of
God's love and grace. When we gather, we are reminded
of the incredible gift of community and the strength we
find in each other.

Our joy is a testament to our faith, a light that shines
brightly and draws others to the love of God. It is a joy
that is contagious, spreading hope and love to all those
we encounter.

Thank you for journeying together, making conscious
efforts to focus on the good, celebrating the small
victories, and finding joy in the everyday moments. Let’s
continue to laugh together, share our blessings, and lift
each other up with words of encouragement and acts of

kindness.

May our hearts be filled with the joy of the Lord and
may that joy overflow into the lives of those around us.
Let us continue to be a community known for our joy,

our love, and our unwavering faith.

With hearts full of joy and gratitude,

Krishnee Nair



Without

As the international
campaign “ With
and Without “
continues, and as
usual we live with
and without
differences. We are
all unique and all
equal. We share our
passions, our
talents, and our
laughter. This is the
beauty of living.

At L’ Arche, all
ways of living are
welcome. With and
without disabilities,
each story is proof
that there is no limit
to what we can
create together.
What really matters
to us is living richer
lives through the
bonds we create

with each other



The Easter “resurrection” signifies the transformative
power of God's grace, encouraging each of us to live lives
that reflect the values of faith, love, and service.

The community marked Easter with our traditions of
washing of the feet, attending church services,
participating and celebrating with festive meals and
activities like egg decorating and Easter egg hunts. These

traditions brought much joy and hope to our members.




L’ Arche NSW rejuvenated our announcing

and friend raising campaign - our first

attempt at a Bunnings sausage sizzle.

Reaching out into the public arena -in and
around Sydney. We give thanks for all the
members who provided support and attended
that first few sausage sizzles.

There are more to come during this year, so

your support is much appreciated.

We will keep you posted via emails as to

where our next venue will be.

WELCOME TO L’ARCHE NSW
SAUSAGE SIZZLE
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We are so thankful that we are able to resurrect our Community weekend again.
It has been a while since we gathered together for a weekend.
We are encouraging everyone to get in and book your place.
Please scan the QR code below and if you need more information you can contact
L’Arche NSW office

\ L'ArChe‘NS;.,“'f’.:-: ‘ ¥ ‘hz
“2nd “dth Augu, S

“ creating a sense of belonging and support ”

CATALINA LAKEFRONT RETREAT CENTRE
171 Dorrington Road, Rathmines, NSW
Day option is also available
RSVP Before 30th June 2024
For more information
essa.chahine@]larche.org.au

02 9787 8132
For booking scan the QR code
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Helen Merrin awarded the Medal of The Order Of Australia

Helen Merrin

Old photos of Helen Merrin

with L’Arche community















NATIONAL NEWS

L'ARCHE

Australia
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DEAR EILEEN

CONGRATULATIONS ON REAGHING THE INCREDIBLE MILES
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE IN THE L"ARCHE COMMUNI
WORLDWIDE. |
YOUR UNWAVERING FAITH, COMMITMENT, AND LOVE FOR
COMMUNITY HAVE BEEN A TRUE INSPIRATION TO US ALL.
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, YOU HAVE TOUGHED GOUNTLESS
WITH YOUR WISDOM, COMPASSION, AND TIRELESS EFFOR
LEADERSHIP AND DEVOTION HAVE HELPED T STRENGTHE
UPLIFT L'ARCHE FAMILY IN IMMEASURABLE WAYS.
AS WE CELEBRATE THIS REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT, WE
EXPRESS OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE FOR YOUR MANY GON
AND SACRIFICES. YOUR JOURNEY OF FAITH AND SERVIGE |
TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF STEADFAST DEVOTION ANL
. A IMPACT YOU HAVE MADE IN THE LIVES OF MANY.

T MAY 60D CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU WITH HEALTH, JOY, AN
i AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR

years wi i EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE.

WITH HEARTFELT APPRECIATION AND WARMEST GONGRA

Voting for L’Arche Australia on the my giving circle
program by scanning the QR Code, will help L’Arche
Australia helping other communities in need.
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https://www.larche.org

L’ Arche international lunched few month ago the new campaign of
“ With and Without * to re-present L’ Arche philosophy and the
image of L’ Arche sharing life together as people with and without
disabilities.

More news and stories can be found on L’ Arche international
website
https://www.larche.org/about-larche/news/
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DISABILITIES,
WE CREATE

TOGETHER



https://www.larche.org/

With and without intellectual disabilities

On behalf of the Nomination Committee, | want to share an update on ol
an Infernaftional Leader and Vice International Leader.

Our last updares (by e-mail on January 4, through a series of open calls in late January, and in
person ar the Exrended Leadership meeting in Monfreal in March) outlined our work, supported
by Mission Talent, To screen and interview potential candidates. This eventually resulted in
three final candidates, all external to L'Arche, all with a variety of professional and personal
experience related to our work and our mission. Some of you helped us infroduce those
candidates 1o L'Arche during our process, meeting with them individually over Zoom,
welcoming them to your nafional online events, inviting them fo in-person visifs in your
communifies. We are so grateful for your generosity and openness to SUpport our process in
this way.

Very lafe in fhe process, one of those three candidates withdrew for personal reasons. Through
our discernment, the Nomination Committee determined that a second candidate was nof the
right match for the role of International Leader af this point. We presented the third candidate
fo the Internafional Stewardship Board and Infernational Leadership Team, who the Federation
voted fo delegate the authority fo name the next International Leader based on the
recommendation of our committee.

After working together over a few weeks, we could not reach consensus with the ISB and ILT
about the suitability of the candidate we had recommended, so we decided to withdraw our
nomination.

After three years of work, which included two intense rounds of consultation, we remain
unable to name an Internafional Leader for the Federation of L'Arche. The ISB and the ILT are
strategizing about what this means, and what the appropriate next step is in this important
process. This will include determining whether the Nomination Committee or its individual
members will continue in their current roles.

We know this news may lead to feelings of concern or disappointment. We want to assure you
that the International Stewardship Board and the Infernational Leadership Team are working to
ensure that the work of L'Arche Infernational continues with minimum disruption, insecurity,
and confusion.

Since June 2023, Sylvain Brabant has been leading the Federation as Interim CEQ, and he has
generously offered to continue in that role until September, at which point he will resume his
role as chair of the ISB.

Once the ISB has determined the next steps in our search for leadership for the Federation, that
information will be shared with all of you. Meanwhile, we humbly ask for your continued
prauers and support for all those who are responsible to chart the course for the Federation in
this time of significant change,

In grafitude,
Jenn Power
on behalf of the Nomination Committee

International Federation of L'Arche Communities | 25 rue Rosenwald | 75015 Paris France
+33(0ON53680800 | infernational@larcheorg | www.larche.org
SIREN : 434 914 370 Q00 37
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LENTIL SOUP

]

In a large pot heat gently
the olive oil over medium
heat. Add the onion and
cook for about 5 minutes,
until the onion starts to
soften.

Add cumin, turmeric,
garlic, and stir for 1
minute until fragrant.
Then add lentils, carrots,
potatoes, and give a good
stir.

Add the broth, salt, and
pepper and bring to the
boil.

Reduce the heat, cover
with a lid, and simmer for
about 20 minutes, stirring
occasionally.

Remove the pot from the
heat, check the seasoning
and the consistency (you
might like a thicker or a
thinner soup, so you can
add or reduce the amount
of liquid

Optional step: using an
immersione blender you
can puree the soup until
it's smooth and creamy if
you wish.

Serve with chopped

parsley or coriander, a

pinch of paprika if you
like and freshly squeezed
lemon juice to taste*.

CHION
GARLIC
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Latest news

o Media release from the Minister

340 million in community funding to boost independence and self advocacy of Australians with disability

The Australian Government is investing $40 million over two years in self-advocacy and peer support programs so they
can continue to support people with disability to engage in our community and to advocate for themselves. The Peer
Support and Capacity Building grant program is a one-off grant round available to community-based services to continue
the valuable role they play in the community supporting people with disability, families and carers. Minister for the
National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS), the Hon. Bill Shorten MP said community-based services play a unique
role in welcoming people with disability and empowering them to build confidence and advocate for themselves. “Peer
support and self-advocacy organizations are central to supporting people with disability to feel connected within our
community and to learn from the experience of others,” Minister Shorten said. “As we collectively work together to
make the NDIS stronger, we all know we’re at a critical point of the Scheme’s history. This means there’s never been a
more important time to strengthen the services that support people with disability to engage confidently and self-
advocate for what is right for them. “The future of the NDIS is in peer-led work, with support for decision-making at its
heart. This is the vision of the NDIS Review — to make sure participants have the power and knowledge to navigate how
best to use their NDIS funds.

For more details:
https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10195-40-million-community-funding-boost-independence-and-self-advocacy-australians-
disability

e Media Release
NDIA releases Annual Pricing Review ahead of further pricing reforms

The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) has announced changes to National Disability Insurance Scheme
(NDIS) pricing, ahead of proposed broader reforms that will strengthen the NDIS provider market.

For more details:

https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10196-ndia-releases-annual-pricing-review-ahead-further-pricing-reforms

e Media release from the Minister
Decorated top cop to lead NDIS panel of justice experts

A team of justice experts will work on a new panel to examine the management of prisoners exiting jails who have been
identified as current or potential participants on the NDIS.

For more details:

https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10184-decorated-top-cop-lead-ndis-panel-justice-experts

e Autism Advisory Group communique
Autism Advisory Group April 2024 communique

The Autism Advisory Group (AAG) met online on 16 April 2024 for their second meeting this year.

For more details:

https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10166-autism-advisory-group-april-2024-communique


https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10195-40-million-community-funding-boost-independence-and-self-advocacy-australians-disability
https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10196-ndia-releases-annual-pricing-review-ahead-further-pricing-reforms
https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10184-decorated-top-cop-lead-ndis-panel-justice-experts
https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10166-autism-advisory-group-april-2024-communique
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At L’Arche NSW, your feedback is important as it I6 yot woulk like to/stbmic feedback. vou

helps us to know what we are doing well, and what we

need to improve on. We especiali}' welcome feedback Ph he off e
. one the oftice o2 132
from our members with  disabilities and their AT O

» Email us at sydney@larche.org.au

families, the community and the general public.
» Please send us your feedback to -

L'Arche NSW Inc
st Burlington Road Homebush, 2140

These guidelines explain how members with a disability
their families, friends, staff, advocates and people in the

community, can give us their feedback or lodge a

complaint. » A discussion with our Community
Members with a disability and their families, are Leader
welcome to ask a friend, family member, reference « Krishnee Nair —o02 9787 8132
person, advocate or one of our employees for help. /@3
Members with a disability, or Family members can also \
provide us with feedback through: @
A~
1f you wish to be anonymous while making your complains; please contact
CommunityLeader directly on o2 9787 8132.

L’Arche collects and uses personal information, including sensitive information - m
relation to your feedback or query and we are committed to the proper handliug ﬁF o

personal information in accordance with L’Arche Privacy policy.

If you would like to share a photo, story, events, news or

anniversary, seasonal g

Please send it to Essa C

essa.chahine@larche.o



